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School District #64 (Gulf Islands)

Re:  Consideration of Local School Calendar Option for 2005/06
   Notice of Consultation and Meetings

The Board of School District #64 (Gulf Islands) implemented the Four-Day Week based on a 
two-year financial plan resulting from enrollment decline and changes to the funding formula. 
Ongoing review indicates that programs are being maintained and cost savings are being realized. 
As the financial shortfall continues the Board is again considering school calendar changes for 
2005/2006. 
 We are inviting you to be part of a consultation process to provide feedback. Considering 
all the options already explored when faced with this dilemma last year, is there anything else 
regarding our budget that we could explore that would be feasible, meet the constraints we deal 
with, and meet the needs of our students. 
 Opportunities to provide feedback and to engage in the consultation processes include:

§ Email through www.sd64.bc.ca - click on “Local School Calendar (Notice of Motion)”;

§ Individual written submissions addressed to the Board of School Trustees, through 
Dawne Fennell, Executive Assistant;

§ School/community consultation meetings
  April 4 Mayne Island School  5:30 PM
  April 5 Saturna Elementary School  8:30 AM
`   Galiano Community School  4:30 PM
  April 6 Pender Islands School  6:00 PM
  April 7 Salt Spring Island schools  (at GISS) 7:00 PM

§ Representation through formal submissions made by partner groups including the 
District Parent Advisory Council or Parent Advisory Councils, Principal and Vice 
Principals’ Association, Canadian Union of Public Employees Local 788, and the Gulf 
Islands Teachers’ Association;

§ Public Meeting of the Board of School Trustees – April 13 at Gulf Islands Secondary 
School at 1:00 PM  At this meeting the Board will make a decision on whether or not to 
adopt the local school calendar for 2005/06.

http://www.sd64.bc.ca
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Vacuum Cleaning
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Mark Fettis
Insured

Inquire about our
SCULPTED,

RECLAIMED and
CUSTOM 

Wood Floors. 

We also sell a wide 
selection of 

Pre-finished and 
Finished on-site 
Wood Floors.

Wood Floor Consultant, 
Installation, Renovations, 
Restoration & Insurance 
Claims. 

tel 539-5777
fax 539-5759 
cell 539-0280 

lgonthier@gulfislands.com

Small Island 
L o u i s  G o n t h i e r ,  W o o d  F l o o r  S p e c i a l i s t
WOOD FLOORS

Mayne Island Integrated 
Water Systems Society

by Mary Cooper, Director, MIIWSS

The response to the MIIWSS 
ʻSource to Tap” Water Work-

shop, being held at the Mayne 
Island school gym, Saturday, April 
30 is proving to be a huge success, 
judging by the quick registration 
response.

If we are regrettably forced into 
a waiting list situation, we ask that 
if you are currently registered and 
something has arisen and you are 
unable to attend, please contact Mary 
Cooper at nanda@gulfi slands.com. 
Please put ʻWORKSHOP  ̓ in the 
subject area. This would be for can-
cellations only. To register, please 
use the form in Marchʼs issue of the 
Saturna Scribbler. All registrations 
will be confi rmed by e-mail where 
the address is supplied.

Note to operators and small 
water systems: The Environmental 
Operatorʼs Certifi cation Program 
has qualifi ed this workshop for .6 
ECUs towards SWSO certifi cation 
maintenance and new certifi cation 
exams. Attendance confi rmation will 

be given to all who have requested 
this at the course on Saturday AM.

There has also been an over-
whelming response from individual 
well owners who recognize this 
workshop as one stop shopping for 
information they need for moni-
toring, maintenance and general 
education on their wells.

We look forward to seeing ev-
eryone, as we all share our concerns 
for long term potability of our most 
valuable and fi nite resource.  ∆
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Every now and then, many of us need 
to be reminded of the beauty of our 

home.
I think back to the days when I was 

a weekender here: how much I loved 
this view when I arrived, and how 
much I resented leaving it behind.

Cheers!

Like Florence Nightingale in a Tracker, Donna Curwen 
whirled onto Saturna and quickly whipped us all into 

healthy shape.  As our full time nurse and adviser in all things 
medical for the last few years, she has been an invaluable 
addition to the island.  Her retirement just means we can all 
continue to pester her informally because she and Dave are 
staying around.  We donʼt have to say goodbye, but we will say 
a heartfelt Thank You, Donna.
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The New BC Sewerage 
System Regulation
Important Notes for 

Property Owners
from Rose Bennett, Mayne Island 
Trustee

On June 1, 2005, the existing 
B.C. Health Act “Sewage Dis-

posal Regulation” will be replaced 
by the new “Sewerage System Regu-
lation”. This change will impact all 
property owners who currently have 
septic disposal field permits but 
have not yet had their septic fields 
installed or inspected, and anyone 
contemplating the replacement of 
their septic field.

At midnight on May 31, 2005, 
ALL currently valid septic disposal 
permits will be VOID. The Van-
couver Island Health Authority has 
advised they will be notifying all 
those with outstanding valid permits 
that they will expire at the end of 
May regardless of when they were 
taken out. In other words, if you 
took out a permit in November 2004, 
which would normally be good for 
one year, that permit will only be 
good until May 31, 2005.

As of June 1, the only indi-
viduals allowed to design, install, 
maintain or inspect septic systems 
will be “registered practitioners” as 
defined in the new regulation, who 
are members of the British Colum-
bia Onsite Sewage Association, and 

registered with the Applied Science 
Technologists and Technicians of 
British Columbia; or are profes-
sionals belonging to a recognized 
professional association, such as 
engineers specializing in hydrology, 
soil technology or similar fields. 
Property owners will no longer be 
permitted to install their own septic 
systems. Throughout the province, 
local health authorities will no 
longer look after approving septic 
disposal permits or inspecting per-
colation test pits or installed fields. 
They will step in only in the event 
of a complaint. The “registered 
practitioner” will do the percolation 
tests, design the fields and install the 
works, as well as assume the liability 
for the work done, and will sign the 
documents with his or her numbered 
seal. All data relating to the new 
system will be filed with the local 
Health Authority. The Environmen-
tal Appeal Board, which currently 
hears objections to proposed septic 
field sites, will no longer exist, and 
the thirty day posting of proposed 
septic permit notices will no longer 
be required.

This upheaval in the industry 
will also impact property owners in 
other ways. It is likely that the cost 
of all aspects of the disposal system 
will increase due to the new burden 
of liability on the qualified practitio-
ners and professionals. Percolation 
tests will be more complex and the 
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focus of septic disposal is shifting 
from simply getting the waste into 
the ground and getting rid of it, to 
getting better treated effluent into the 
ground with a properly maintained 
system in order to prevent ground-
water contamination. Pressure 
distribution systems and treatment 
plants are being encouraged to help 
produce a cleaner effluent.

If anyone is interested in more 
information on these important 
changes, talk to any of the people in 
the business on Saturna. They have, 
or will have, the information and will 
be able to assist you.  ∆

Health News

The Doctorʼs Clinic is every Tuesday from 10:30 AM to 3:30 PM

Please call the receptionist listed below for an appointment.
The Doctorʼs schedule for April 2005 is:
 Date  Doctor  Receptionist
 April 5  Dr. Mason   Bev Bruce 539-5553
 April 12  Dr. Mason   Bev Bruce 
 April 19  Dr. Mason   Bev Bruce 
 April 26  Dr. Wilson  Bev Bruce 
There is no Nurseʼs Clinic on Thursdays. There is no Home Care Nurse 

presently living on Island. Please note the following numbers.

24 Hour BC Nurse Line – 1–866–215-4700
Home Care Nurse Services—Carolyn Bender R.N.(Mayne)—539-2568
Long Term Care needs or assessments— Carolyn Bender 
Meals On Wheels—Carolyn Bender— 539-2568
Loan Cupboard—Barb Hicks— 539-5113
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Doug Lapaire
will be  coming to

The Saturna General Store
Saturday 09 April, 2005

MAYNE STREET MALL
Mayne Island, B.C. V0N 2J0

TEL: (250) 539-5611
FAX: (250) 539-3356

Doug Lapaire
MANAGER

Remembering Jack 
Bensley - An Officer and 

a Gentleman
1922-2005

by Sue Killon

Captain Jack Bensley died re-
cently at his home in White 

Rock. He was a good friend of mine. 
We met soon after I came to Sat-
urna. Many people will remember 
him as a proper English gentleman 
with a wry sense of humour. Despite 
his wife Dorothyʼs passing away 
before they could share their retire-
ment years on Saturna, his love for 
her and the spirit of their marriage 
survived. I heard many loving ref-
erences to ʻDot  ̓and his family as 
he puttered about the property on 
Money Road tending the mulberry 
tree and many grapevines.

 He contributed home crafted 
flower boxes to our community, 
and his garage/shop reflected a 
true appreciation for well-crafted 
tools. When he felt the affects of 
his ̒ sunlight challenged  ̓location in 

the valley, he would often find relief 
from the ʻsymptoms  ̓ in Michael 
Stewartʼs sunny front room and the 
deck of the Lighthouse Pub.

 We shared many laughs, 
more than a few cups of tea, a pint or 
two and the occasional G&T. We had 
a mutual love of ships and the study 
and practice of coastal and offshore 
navigation. He was a Master Mariner 
with a career with P&O Liners of 
England and saw merchant service 
during WWII. His supply ships pro-
vided munitions support on D-Day 
and he recalls sailing on “a floating 
bomb”, the holds haphazardly laden, 
waiting offshore for the lighters to 
arrive and be loaded with slingloads 
of shells and weapons.

 Jack had to work harder and 
smarter than I ever will in my career. 
My talents, with the advantages of 
radar, radio and GPS, pale next to 
Jackʼs skills with Morse code, lead 
line, compass and sextant. The 
stories of ʻtaking to the lifeboats  ̓
when his ship was under attack and 
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SUNSET BEACH ESTATE

Phone: 250-539-2452
Fax: 250-539-2462

Email: mgaines@saturnacan.net
www.sunsetbeachestates.ca

Cottage Rentals

BURGLAR ALARMS

1-800-375-2619
shorgard@shaw.ca

traveling in convoy using signaling 
Aldis Lamp to communicate “mines 
ahead!”, filled me with admiration. 
He was a true veteran despite the 
lack of official recognition.

 He always encouraged me to 
take full advantage of my nautical 
education and was very generous 
with his praise and support.

 Jack became a Canadian 
citizen some years ago, ̒ sold up  ̓and 
moved to White Rock. It gave him a 
great deal of pleasure to be closer to 

his children and grandchildren and 
to take up playing the piano.

“O Captain! My Captain! Our 
fearful trip is done, the ship has 
weathered every rock, the prize 
we sought is won, the port is near, 
the bells I hear, the people all 
exulting.”

...Walt Whitman

Goodbye Jack, you were loved 
and will be sorely missed.  ∆

Parks Canada Office nears completion in the Saturna Recreation Centre



Saturna Sunset Scribbler, XV-3, Page 38

I N T E R N E T  C A F É
Robert Montgomery

robertm@saturnacan.net
109 East Point Road 539-2077

CertifiedMicrosoft
Professional

St. Christopherʼs Church 

A huge thank you goes out to 
all who supported the White 

Elephant Sale and clean-up of the 
church, library and grounds on 
March 12. A total of over $600 was 
raised to be applied to repairs to the 
church building and deck.

Our thanks also goes to Joan 
Selby who has graciously agreed to 
help out as organist for the Easter 
Sunday service as well as other times 
when she is available.   ∆

The other day Michael Stew-
art saw Chuck Crowley 

waiting in the ferry line in his 
blue pickup, and then noticed 
Sandi a few cars behind in her 
blue pickup. Mindful of Kyoto, 
and ever the tease, Michael 
asked Chuck if he had heard of 
the one ton CO2 challenge.

“Of course,” responded 
Chuck, “This is my half ton; 
thatʼs hers.”

Fine Art Photography 
Weddings & Graphic Design

Nancy Angermeyer

www.nancyangermeyer.com
250.539.3219
Studio by appointment
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gallery and studio

108 payne road
539-5810

saturna

landscapes and figurative Art

jcampbell@saturnacan.net 
www.jackcampbellgallery.com

karen@galleryrosa.com
www.galleryrosa.com

saturna scenes
commissions
Landscapes - portraits
artcards - prints
maps - mats - frames

saturnarmc@hotmail.com

Hannah Smith, standing between Judy Tipple and her daughter Donna Digance, 
meets Rick Tipple s̓ father Dick Tipple in the San Pen ECU
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SATURNA ISLAND REALTY

Joan & John Combes  609 Tumbo Channel Rd  Toll Free (866) 539-2121
info@SaturnaRealty.com                    www.SaturnaRealty.com

149 Winter Cove Road
$220,000 (4.63 acres)  
This large property is zoned for both a 
home and a cottage. Located in Winter 
Cove, it’s eligible for membership in the 
boat club with use of the dock, located 
nearby. An non-conforming hut at the highest 
elevation on what would make a nice building 
site provides views to Navy Channel.

115 Payne Road 
$285,000 (0.65 acres) 
This stately manor across from Boot Cove 
provides the greatest flexibility for your future 
plans. Want to be a writer, artist or the ultimate 
host? Use the separate cottage for a home 
office or business, B&B, or as the ultimate in 
private guest accommodations. This is the 
best value on the island.

186 Cliffside Road 
$559,000 (0.51 acres) 
Combine the warmth of constant sunshine 
with panoramic views of the ocean and San 
Juan Islands into a classic waterfront home 
and this is the result. A truly beautiful and 
spacious home with many extras including 
oak hardwood floors, granite countertops, 
built-in vacuum system and more.

209 East Point Road 
$139,000 (1.09 acres)
Have you noticed how this place is looking 
better? There’s been a lot of work done 
to remove extraneous materials and it shows! 
Don’t forget the old cottage will be removed 
prior to closing as well. The end result will 
be a nice, clean acre-sized lot ready for your 
own unique island dwelling.




